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Greening Education Partnership: Interagency Collaboration

UN Agencies and Multilateral Organizations 
that have joined the Partnership

Co-leading the 4 Working Groups



Greening Education Partnership: UN TES to Today

Sept ’22 Nov ’22 Dec ’22 Feb ’23 April ’23 July ’23 Oct ’23 Dec ’23 Mar'24 Jun '24

Launch at
UN Transforming 
Education Summit

Inaugural 
Meeting at 
COP 27

First Technical 
Level Meeting

Information 
Meeting for 
Member States, 
Launch of 4 
Working Groups

First Working 
Group Meeting

First Member State 
Meeting/ Second Working 
Group Meeting/ Launch of 
Baseline Survey

Second Member State 
Meeting/ Third Working 
Group Meeting

First Annual 
Meeting at COP 
28

88 Member States

1,300+ 
Stakeholder Organizations

88% of Member States plan to integrate climate change or other sustainability 

themes into their curriculum within the next three years. 

90% of Member States intend to incorporate climate change, biodiversity, and other 

sustainability topics into their teacher training programs.

Fifth Working 
Group Meeting

Launch of Two 
Publications/ 
Sixth Working 
Group Meeting



Greening Education Partnership: Advocacy at COP28

Climate-Education Declaration

Targeted actions

Adapt1

Mitigate2

Invest3

High Level Session at COP28

• High-level dialogue brought together representatives of 
Member States

• Discussions centered on specific actions and priorities for 
advancing environmental education across the four 
Greening Education Partnership pillars

• Reaffirming countries' commitments to green education

• Renewing country commitments and actions to the 
central role of education in adapting and mitigating 
climate change and the need for more investment to 
accelerate greening education globally

• 45 endorsements, incl. 42 Founding Partner countries

https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/declaration-common-
agenda-education-and-climate-change-cop28

https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/declaration-common-agenda-education-and-climate-change-cop28
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/declaration-common-agenda-education-and-climate-change-cop28


Setting the common global standard and target

Green School Quality Standard

By 2030: 50% of world’s schools 
are green climate-ready schools

Greening Curriculum Guidance

By 2030: 90% countries 
green national curriculum

Teacher Capacity Policy Tool Greening Communities Guidelines

By 2030: Number of cities 
and communities that has 
at least one climate change 
lifelong learning 
programme

• UN Transforming Education Summit Benchmark indicator and TES dashboard
• Greening Education Partnership online dashboard 

All GEP member states have 
professional teaching standards 
that include climate change



Findings on climate and sustainability in science and social science in 
secondary school curricula

Deep dive review of subject curricula in 85 countries

→Over 500 natural and social science curricula for 15-year-olds analyzed

• 69% of science and social science curricula contained no 
references to climate change 

• Cognitive learning prevails over social and emotional and 
action-oriented learning

• [Teacher survey in 8 selected countries] While 69% of surveyed 
teachers acknowledge that sustainability and climate change 
were included in the curricula, only 50% of them included 
these topics in their teaching.



Greening Education Partnership: 2 Technical Guidance Documents

What does quality climate change 
education look like?

➔ The two technical guidance 
documents that define a common 
language of greening education

• Greening Curriculum Guidance - how 
to integrate climate change and 
sustainability issues into the 
curriculum.

• Green School Quality Standard – 
establishes quality standards for 
green schools 



Greening Curriculum Guidance 

▪ Support countries to integrate climate change 
education into curriculum.

▪ A holistic approach to education for 
sustainable development, considering social, 
economic, and environmental issues.

▪ Provides expected learning outcomes of 
learners on climate change education across 
different age groups and topics.

▪ Addresses the cognitive, socio-emotional and 
behavioural domains, with a particular 
emphasis on action. 



Greening Curriculum Guidance: Principles and strategies 



Examples of learning outcomes



Examples of innovative curriculum strategies



Green School Quality Standard: Greening Every School



For example: School governance



Type text here

Summary of strategic pathways for implementing 
the Green school quality standard



Supporting in-country implementation of Greening Education

Country 
support

as a part of on-going and planned country-level 
work of each member of the GEP

Capacity 
building 

Contextualized 
teaching and 

learning 
materials

Each GEP member’s work on these activities compiled, 
monitored and acknowledged as their contribution to the 

global targets of WG1 and 2 of the GEP

50% of schools 
greened by 

2030

90% of countries’ 
curriculum 

greened by 2030



Thank you
Secretariat of the Greening Education Partnership
UNESCO Section of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)
Education Sector
Contact: gep@unesco.org
Website: www.unesco.org/en/education-sustainable-development/greening-future

   
Learn more about the 

Partnership.
Scan the QR code

Follow the conversation online #GreeningEducation

mailto:gep@unesco.org
http://www.unesco.org/en/education-sustainable-development/greening-future
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