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"The impacts of climate change
have significant effects on the
health, nutrition, education and
the future of young people,
meanwhile the youth stand to
be the most impacted by the
decisions we take at the climate
process. Thus, they should be
considered a natural ally and
partner in driving climate
action"

COP27 President H.E. Sameh
Shoukry





What is Climate Action?
● Climate action refers to the actions and

steps taken to address climate change
including efforts to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, adapt to the impacts of
climate change and promote
sustainability practices.

● In the context of education, climate
action encompasses a range of
strategies, initiatives, and practices
aimed at integrating;

 climate change awareness,
 sustainability principles,
 environmental stewardship

● In both structured educational settings
(formal education) and unstructured
learning environments (informal
education).



OFFICE OF THE FIRST LADY 

Education for Climate Action

• Education both formal and informal is essential

in helping young learners understand climate

change, change their attitude & behavior and

take informed action.

• When children are aware about climate change

and its impacts, they can contribute to

environmental conservation and climate

action

• Research shows that if only 16% of high school

students in high- and middle-income countries

were to receive climate change education, we

could see a nearly 19 gigaton reduction of

carbon dioxide by 2050.



The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change understands the vital role education
both formal and informal plays through its Action for Climate Empowerment (ACE)

The over-arching goal of ACE is to empower all members of society to engage in climate
action, through the six ACE elements - climate change education and public awareness,
training, public participation, public access to information, and international cooperation
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EDUCATION

• Incorporating climate change across all aspects of formal and informal education is the 
starting point for effective climate action

TRAINING

• Training refers to vocational training in key climate-related sectors to develop practical and 
technical skills for securing a just transition to a low-carbon, climate resilient future that leaves no 
one behind.

PUBLIC 
AWARENESS

• Public awareness aims to reach people of all ages and from all walks of life Raising awareness about 
climate change impacts and solutions 

ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION

• information on the climate crisis should be readily accessible and freely available to the public, so 
they are equipped with the tools to play an active, meaningful role in climate policy and action

PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION

• Providing the public with an opportunity to share their views and perspectives in climate change 
decision-making processes

INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION

• International cooperation can enhance support to national efforts, allow for aggregation and joint 
efforts and create opportunities for knowledge exchange to foster greater climate action.



BUILD KNOWLEDGE AND CAPACITY TO MEET CLIMATE CHANGE

Improve education, awareness-raising and human and 
institutional capacity on climate change mitigation, 

adaptation, impact reduction and early warning.

• SDGs – 13, 4, 17...
• ESD 2030, AU Agenda 2063…
• UNESCO, UNICEF, UN CC: LEARN………..
• COP 28 – Dubai Inaugural Education Pavilion

ACE
Globally



ACE in Kenya
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Formal

Curriculum Integration

Climate Literacy

Green School Initiatives

Professional Development

Informal

Digital Learning Platforms

Community Engagement

Creative Expression

Hands On Learning

Education - Formal & informal are vital for climate action, equipping
individuals with knowledge and skills to address environmental challenges,
promote sustainability, and inspire collective climate action for a greener future.
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Formal

Curriculum Integration

Climate Literacy

Green School Initiatives

Professional Development

Informal

Digital Learning Platforms

Community Engagement

CREATIVE EXPRESSION

HANDS ON LEARNING
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I. LEARNING BY CREATIVE EXPRESSION

First Lady’s Mazingira Awards (FLAMA)

• Using creative expression for informal
learning in the context of
environmental conservation and
climate action can be a powerful and
effective way to engage young
people, raise awareness, and inspire
action towards sustainability.

• Creative activities such as art, music,
storytelling, and multimedia projects
can serve as valuable tools for
educating, engaging and empowering
learners to become advocates for a
sustainable and resilient future
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Nurture, empower and equip ALL learners through creative
expression and hands on training to become environmentally 

conscious & climate ready citizens

FLAMA GOAL
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• FLAMA is a learner-centered national annual environment & climate change
competition rolled out in collaboration with Ministry of Education, Ministry of
Environment, Climate Change and Forestry, The National Treasury and a diverse
range of stakeholders including; UN bodies and the private sector

• FLAMA targets 18 million learners creating a platform for learners to
creatively express their understanding and solutions for environmental and
climate challenges through art, creative writing and spoken word

What is FLAMA?
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What is FLAMA?

• FLAMA inspires and empowers learners with knowledge and skills to shift 
attitudes and change behavior to become environmental stewards, climate 
action champions and restoration ambassadors. 

• FLAMA offers learners a chance to contribute to Kenya's environment and
climate change agenda



18 million young 
learners including 

Special Need 
Learners

89,000 Public & 
Private Primary and 
Secondary Schools 

across all 47 
counties

2,900 Special Need 
Learners schools

Leaving No Learner Behind!
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Design & 
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FLAMA Journey - 2023 
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FEB 2023

FLAMA 

Governance 

Structure

Name, Tagline 

& Logo 

Competition  

MAR/APR 

2023

National 

Launch -

Africa Climate 

Summit

SEPT 2023

2 day 

Learner 

Event.  

SEPT 2023

 The success and lessons learnt through the Inaugural Kenya Climate Change Art & Essay 
Competition 2018: Nairobi County were incorporated 

 Considered best practice from other national and global environmental awards such as 
Green Innovation Awards 

 FLAMA scope will be Nationwide…leaving no learner behind. 
 Learners in ALL 47 counties across the country will have an opportunity to participate…..

Designing & Planning the Award



Name, Tagline 

& Logo 

Competition  

MAR/APR 

2023

National 

Launch -

Africa Climate 

Summit

SEPT 2023

2 day 

Learner 

Event.  

SEPT 2023MAR 2023

FLAMA Technical Working Group (TWG)
FLAMA TWG is made up of technical experts from the relevant
organisations and Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs) to
design, develop and deliver the Competition.

The TWG incorporates relevant experts as and when the need arises and
has had several Technical Working Sessions and consultative meetings.
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MAR/APR 

2023
SEPT 2023 SEPT 2023

Name, Tagline & Logo Competition

• Learner led competition to select name, tagline and 
logo for the Awards 

• Run through March – April 2023

• Robust assessment criteria developed

• Assessment including Educators, Artists, Climate 
Scientists and The First Lady

• Winners announced at Africa Climate Summit, 
September 2023 and winning name, tagline and logo 
unveiled

• Outstanding entries, learners and schools recognized



Name, Tagline & Logo Competition Letter and Posters
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OFFICE OF THE FIRST LADY Samples Name and Tagline entries
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Winning Name, Tagline & Logo 

*

(*Mazingira is a Swahili word meaning Environment)

**

(**Mazingira Yetu, Jukumu Letu

Our Environment, Our Responsibility)
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THE FIRST LADY’S MAZINGIRA AWARDS (FLAMA)
Mazingira Yetu, Jukumu Letu! Our Environment, Our Responsibility!
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NAME, TAGLINE & LOGO WINNERS UNVEILED AND AWARDED 

• Winning Name, Tagline and Logo unveiled and the top 3 in each category awarded at

the Africa Climate Summit, Nairobi, Kenya

• Other winners included; 5 special need learners and 6 schools for their exemplary 

performance and special mentions – first entrant and youngest entry (5 years old).

• Teachers were given Certificates of Appreciation.
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The First Lady, Her Excellency Mama Rachel Ruto launched the First Lady’s Mazingra
Awards (FLAMA) on the sidelines of the Africa Climate Summit at a colorful ceremony
attended by over 300 people.

This included the Cabinet Secretary Education, Principal Secretary (P.S.) Basic Education &
Higher Education, P.S. Environment&Climate Change, P.S. Gender, Partners, Vice
Chancellor's from various universities, Diplomats, Educators and Learners.

IV FLAMA Launch | 7th Sept 2023 | Africa Climate Week 



SEPT 2023

LEARNING EVENTS
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• 2 day learner centered eco program – 7th to 8th September 2023

• Learner dedicated space– 200 learners and 50 teachers from across Kenya 

• Activities included eco edutainment, a children's panel, eco storytelling, climate change 

games, eco Virtual Reality, learners showcasing their eco initiatives and tree planting 

session where over 200 trees were planted at State House with The First Lady

Learners Program – First Lady Pavilion, Sept 2023
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Learners Activities – First Lady’s Pavilion
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Learners Activities – Tree Growing at State House
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FLAMA 2024 

Rollout –

Primary & 

Junior Schools

MAY/JU 

2024
JAN 2024

2024 FLAMA COMPETITION



LEARNER LEVELS
● Lower Primary (Grade 1-3)

● Upper Primary (Grade 4-6)

● Junior Secondary (Grade 7-9)

● Special Needs Education 

CATEGORIES

● Drawing

● Painting

● Essay Writing - English

● Essay Writing – Swahili

● Spoken Word  

2024 FLAMA THEME*

“Restore our Land, Secure our 

Future” 

“Turejeshe Ardhi Yetu; 

Tuhakikishe Mustakabali

Wetu” 

(*Based on - World Environment Day theme)

Highlights the importance of;

 Land restoration

 Desertification

 Building drought resilience in

Kenya in securing a

sustainable future.





JAN 2024

FLAMA 2024 

Rollout –

Primary & 

Junior Schools

Assessors 
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2024

Judging 
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2024

National 

Awards 
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FLAMA Portal
• www.flama.go.ke

• The 2023 Name, Tagline and Logo assessment and 
selection of winners was done through FLAMA portal

• 2024 School Registrations and submission of learners 
entries done online through the portal

• Guidelines and Rules available

http://www.flama.or.ke/


FLAMA 

Portal

JAN 2024

FLAMA 2024 

Rollout –

Primary & 

Junior Schools
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FLAMA Journey 2024
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Registration & 
submissions 

closed - 31st July



Training & 

Mentorship 

Boot-camp

OCT 2024

Winners 

Exhibition / 

Showcase

Winners / 

Teachers Eco -

Edutainment 

trip

NOV 2024

FLAMA 2024

Review & Plan 

for 2025

DEC 2024

FLAMA 2025 

Rollout

JAN 2025

FLAMA Journey - 2024

NOV 2024
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•Working with schools and learners through 
existing structures including 4K, Environment 
Clubs, Scouts & Girl Guides

•Establishment of tree nurseries in collaboration
with partners including universities to provide
seeds, potting bags, tree nursery net houses
and nursery establishment training

•Establishment of MaMa Fruit Gardens in
schools for conservation, restoration, food
security and income generation

•Supporting national target to grow 15 billion 
trees by 2023 and Office of The First Lady 
target of growing 500 million trees

II. HANDS ON - LEARNING BY DOING 

TREE GROWING IN SCHOOLS 
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OFFICE OF THE FIRST LADY MaMa Fruit Garden, St Mary’s Primary School, Narok – Planted August 2023
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• Entrench FLAMA within the annual co curricular school calendar

• Work with existing structures within schools such as; Environment Clubs, Scouts and 

Girl Guides

• Develop avenues to monetize learners’ creative art works for motivation, encourage 
entrepreneurship and future streams of income such as annual art auctions and 
publishing

• Design robust data collection system to inform and improve future activities

• Ensure monitoring, evaluation, accountability and learning throughout 
implementation

• Awards should transition from being hosted by The Office of The First Lady to being 
domiciled in the relevant Ministry with a dedicated budget

• Ensure Strategic Partnerships and engagement and support of relevant stakeholders

SUSTAINABILITY
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PARTNERS



Sheila Shefo Mbiru
Tel: +254 721 527 994
Email: sheila.mbiru@mama.or.ke
www. flama.go.ke

Sheila Shefo Mbiru 

THANK YOU | ASANTENI SANA

https://flama.go.ke/


Sheila Shefo Mbiru 


